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At a MEETING of GENTLEMEN at the CROWN and ANCHOR TAVERN; 20 
November 20, 1792, 
| JOHN RE ELVIS, Eſq. in the Chair, 
The following CONSIDEKA TIONS and RESOLUTIONS were entered 
into and agreed F rr : 5 
CONSIDERING the danger to which the Pubiic Peace and Order are expoſed , 
by the circulating of miſchievous Opinions, founded upon plauſible but falſe , 
reaſoning ; and that this circulation is principlly carried on by the induſtry of 
Clubs and Societies of various denominations in many parts of the Kingdom: | 
It appears to us, That it is now become the duty of all perſne, who wiſh well 
to their Native Country, toendeavour, in their ſeveral neighhourhoods, to prevent | 
the ſad effects of ſuch miſchievous induſtry ; and that it would greatly tend to 
2828 theſe good endeavours, it Societies were formed in different parts of the 
inzdom, whoſe etje& ſhould be to ſupport the Laws, to ſuppreſs ſcditicus Pub- 
licatious, and to defend our Perſons and Property axainſt the innovations and de- | 
predations that ſeem to be threatened by thoſe who maintain the miſchievous | 
opinions hefore alluded to. s | 
Theſe opinions are conveyed in the terms—The Rights of Man—Liberty and | 
Equality No King—No Parliament—and others of the like import; ll of them, | 
in the ſcuſe impoſed on them, expreſſing ſentiments in direèt oppoſition to the | | 
Laws of this Land, and ſome of them ſuch as are inconſiſtent with the weli-deing 
of Sovicty under any laws whatloever. 
It appears to us, the tendency of theſe Opinions is, that we are voluntarily to 
ſurrender every thing we now pofleſs ; our Religion and our Laws ; our Civil | 
Government and Civil Socicty ; and that we arcto truſt to the formation of ſome- 
thing New, upon the principles of Equality, and under the auſpices of ſpeculative 
men, who have conec ived ideas of perfect on that never yet were known in the | 
World: And it appears, that the Miſſionaries of this Sect are aiming at cff-Qing * | 
the Overthrow of the preſent Syſtem of Goycrnment and Society, by infuſing 
into the minds of ignorant men cauſes of diſcontent adapted to their various ſta- 
tions; ſome of which caufes are wholly imaginary, and the reſt are ſuch as infe- | 
parably belong to civil life; have exiſted, and ever will exiſt, under all forms 
Government; cannot be removed by any change, and will be aggravated and 
multiplied, a hundred fold, by the change propoſed. 73 
It appears from Hiſtory and Obſervation, that the inequality of rank and fortune 
in this happy Conntry, is more the refult of every man's ©wn excrtions, than of 
any contrauug inftitution of the State, Men become great, who have greatly 
diſtinguiſhed themſ: lves by the application q talents natural or acquired. Men 
become rich, who have perſcvered with induſtry in the application to Trade and 
Commerce, to ManufaQures and other uſeful emplayments. How many perſons 
now of great rank and fortune, who were born without cither | How many vieh 
Merchants and Traders who begun their carcer in the loweſt employments of the 1 
map and counting-houſe! | | 
ln the progrels to this advancement they have all, in their ſtations, contributed | 
their ſhare toward the ſhow of opulence, both public and private, which is to be |} 
ſeen in every part of this Iſland. It is by the effects of this induſtry, that the | | 
"Gentleman is enabled to ſupport his rank and ſtation ; and the Merchant and 1 
Tradeſman to employ his Clerks, Journeymen, and Apprentices. Hence comes 1 
the price of the Farmer's corn, and the wages of Servants of every deſcripticn. | 
By this bappy Inequality, and dependance of dne man notber, employment is | 
found for all in their ſcvrral vocations to which they hade been called by deſign 4 
or accident. This Incquality and dependence is fo infinitely divertified in this | 
country, that there is no place upon earth where there are ſo many ways in which 
a man, by his talents and induſtry, may raife himſelf above his equals, This has 
"hitherto been thought a pre-eminent happinels that was peculiar to ourſelve 6, and 
evght to be cheriſhed 4 ir has been aſcribed tothe protecting influence Whien Pro- 
| perty 


FTI : 

perty bas always enjoyed under equal Laws; aud it has increaſed of late years in 
a wonderful degree, by the proſperity which was cauſed, and can only be conti- 
nued by the ſame influence. | 

We are, upon the fulleſt deliberation, of opinion, that propoſing to pull down 
this goodly fabric, which his been gradually reared by the ſncceflive virtue and 
induftry of all the great and good men who have lived in this Iſland for centuries, 
and to ſubmit to begin afreſh, upon a new fyſtem of Equality, as it is called, ſeems 
a propoſition that can be ſuggelted only by the moſt undilguiſcd wickedrels, and 
entertained by the groſſeſt folly. 

Becauſc, if ſo wild a plan was to be carried irto execution, and all men were 
made <qu+}, they would from that moment begin to ſtiuggle, who ſhould firſt riſe 
above his equals ; and it is beyond all queſtion, if there was any induſtry, or any 
virtue); if there was peace, and public proſperity ; if there was private happineſs 
and public, in ſuch new-formed Society, there would gradually ariſe an Iacquality 
of Rank and Fortune. 


We: foreſee, from recent experiment in a neighbouring country, that in the 


operation of bringing to paſs ſuch 2 tranſition, the lives and properties of all 


nn in this Iſland would be expoſed to the arbitrary diſpoſal of felf-opinionated 


tloſophers, and a wild and ncedy Mob, deluded and inſtigated by them; 
that with the introduction of Equality in Rank and Fortune, an expectation would 
be raiſed in the Lower Orders, which mult firft be gratified with plunder, and 
afterwards would fink into a ſtate of diſappoiutment and ahject poverty.” When 
all were £qualiz:d, there would no longer be a ſuperflaity to pay the hire of 
Servaurs, or purchaſe the productions of Art or Manufad ure; no Commerce, no 
Credit z no reſource for the active, but in robbery, and in all thoſe public diſorders 
which make life miſerable. Thus would the preſent generation be certainly fuincd ; 
that which is to follow cobld not propofe to itſcif a remedy, but in purſuing the 
ſame Arts of Peace which had been fo capricioufly abar.doned ; and the more they 
proſpered in that purſuit, the more they would contribute to reproduce the 


Int quality which had been before condemned and exploded.— W here then are the 


B'leflings of this Reform, and to what purpoſe is miſery to be brought on the pre- 
ent Generation ? 

It rs with grist we fee that ia a neighbouring country the carrying into practice 
of this wild doctrine of Egualiiy and the Rights of Man, has already produced 
theſe evils, and others ten thouſ.nd times greater. It is not yet publicly known, 
dor cen it enter into the gentle heart of a BxrToN to conceive, the number of 
atrocious crimes againſt God and Man, that have been committed in ſupport of 
theſe opinions. Murders. and aff.flinations have been deliberately planned, and 
juſtified by ſome of theſe pretended philoſophers, as the means to attain their 
ends of reform. With all their pretences and promiſes, they have proceeded to 
violate every right, Civil and Natural, that ſhould have been ebſcrred towards 
their Equals ;—the people, who have only changed their maſters, groan under 
new tyrannies of which they never beard or dream d; and are ſuhjected to the 
chaſt:icment of one deſperate leader after another. The exec ſſes of theſe ruffian 
Demagogues have no bound-; they have already ſurpaſſed the wildeft phreuzics 
of Fanatic:\m, Superſtition, aud Enthuſiaſm ; plundering and murdering at home, 
and propzgating their opinions by the ſword in foreign countries ;—impoſture, 
fall cy, fallchood, and bloodfhed ;—tbeir philoſophy is the idle talk of School- 
boys; and their actions are the ſavage ferociouſneſs of wild beaſts. 

Such are the zew lights and the falſe philoſophy of our pretended Reformers ; 
and ſuch tie «Netts they have produced, where, alone, they have unfortunately 
been trie d. But, however theſe poor pretences may have impoſed on the under- 
ſtiadings of men, in a neighbouring country, brei in ignorance, oppreſſion, 
and poverty, they can have no influence on the good ſenſe and gravity of Britons, 
who have been uſed to the enjoyment of true Liberty, and every bar fee] the 
b'eſſings of abundance derived from a productive induſtry, protected by Equal 
Lows and a free Government. It js well known, that thoſe who are virtuous 
and honeſt have many more means of acquiring eaſe and comfort, wealth and 
diſtinction, and in a fuperior degree, in this country than in any other ;—it is 
well known, that we already poſſeſe, and have long poſſeſſcd, really and truly 
That wich the pretended Reformers would perſuade ignorant people they alone 
can oc. It has heen the pride of BrtTONGs to boeſt of their Liberty and Pro- 

- perty aud although theſc viſionary Reformers have choſen to ſubſtitute the notion 
ot Equality in the place of the latter, it is truſted there are enough who know too 

well the value of their Property, acquired under the influence of true Liberty to 
farcender it in exchange for an empty name. It is well known, and welee it 

Tt | | - : ily, 
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to 

daily, that we have as much of theſe pretended new inventions, as is neceſſary 
and convenient for a well-ordered Society. Every one has all the Rights of Man 
that leave him at liberty to da good to himfelf and his neighbour, and (What is 
worth conſidering) to protect his perſon and property againſt open or ſecret plun- 
derers. Ne has as much of Equality as one man can poſſeſs without diminiſhing 
the Equality of his neighbour, We are told by our Religion (for Me have a Reli- 
gion), that we are to do unto all men as we? would that men flould do unto us ; 
and this is realized to us by the firm adminiſtration of the Law ; which ſuffers no 
injury to go without a remedy, and affords a remedy equally to the proudeſt 
and the poorcſt. | | N ä 

Such are The Rights of Man ; ſuch The Liberty and Egrvality which we have long 
enjoyed; under theſe we have lived and profpered, both in public and private, 
beyond the example of any country; and to manitain them as they are, unim- 
paired by the fancies of Pedant-Politicians, or the rude bands of Ruſfian Le- 
vellers, every TRUE BRITON ought to thed bis blood. 

Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments in favourof ourhappy Eſtabliſhment, and alarm- 
ed by the miſchievous endeavours, that are now uſing by wicked men to miſlead 
the uninformed, and to ſpirit up the diſcontented by furniſhing them with plau- 
fivle topics tending to the ſubyerfion of the State, and incompatible with all 
Government whatſoever : 

We do, as private men, unconnected with any Party or deſcription of perſons 
at home, taking no concern in the ſtruggles at this moment making abroad, but 
moſt ſeriouſly anxious to preſerve the true Liberty, 2nd unexampied proſperity 
we happily enjoy in this kingdom, think it expedient and neceſſary to form 
ourſelves into an A$$0CIATION for the purpoſe of diſcouraging, in every way that 
lies in our power, the progreſs of ſach nefarious deſignus as are meditated by 
the wicked and ſenſeleſs Reformers of the preſeut time; and we do hereby reſolve 
and declare as follows : 

FigsT—That the perſons preſent at this Meeting do-become a Society for diſ- 
couraging and ſupprefling Seditious Publications, tending to diſturb the Peace of 
this Kingdom, and for ſupporting a due execution of the Laws made for the pro- 
tection of perſons and property. 

SECONDLY—That this Society do uſe its beſt endeavours ocenſion ly to explain 
thoſe topics of public diſcuſſion which have been fo perverted by evil-defgning 
men, and to ſhew, by irrefragable proof, that they are not appl-cable to the State 
of this Country, that they can produce no good, and certainly mult produce 


great evil. 


TrindLyY—That this Socigty will receive with great thanks all communications 
that ſhall be made to it for the above purpoſes. ; | 

FOURTHLY—That it be recommended to all thoſe who are friends tothe 
Eftabliſhed Law, and to praceable Society, to form themſclves, in their ciff-rent 
neighhourhoods, into fimilar Societies for promoting the ſame Hudable purpoſcs. 

FiFTHLY--Ttat this Socicty do meet at this place, or e}{ewhere, evey TuzsDaT, 
Tuussnax, and Saru bx. | 

SIXTHLY—Thit theſe Confiderations and R-folutions be printed in all the 
public Papers, and otherwiſe circulated into all parts of the Kingdom. 

— — — — 
PROCEEDINGS OF IH A>SOCIATION. 


At a MEETING of the SOCITY at the CROWN and ANCHOR TAVERN, 


November 24, 1792. | 
JOHN REEVES, kiq. in the Chair. 
POY reading the Cut delivered iy Mr. JuUsTiCE AsHruRST to the 
Grand Jurv in the Court of King's Bench this Herm, it was retolved, That 
the ſame be immediately printed and Eiftributed in various ways for the better 
inſt ruction of all ranks of people in the value they ovyht to fet upon the good 
laws and government delivered down tous by our anc-ltors. 

The letters daily received from perſons who are Gefirous of affiſting the views 
of this Society, are very numerous, and contain many useful com munications. 
The writers of them are entitled to every acknowledgement ; ach as require 
private anſwers ſhall receive them from the Secretary, and it will oon be feen 
what uſe is made of ſome of the communications. » - | | 

The Gentlemen of this Society cannot refrain from announcing once more 
how happy they are to find the numbers of thoie increaſe, ho come forward to 
ſupport the deſigu of their luſtitution. : 

Iu conſequence of a with expreſſed by many, chat an opening ſhould be * 

2 
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For perfons of all forts to declare their deſire of ſupporting ſo good a cavſe, a 
book bus been opened at the Crown and Anchor for names to be ſet dovn; and 
n i, now earveſtly wiſhed,” that all perſons favourable to the preſent detign, will 
Aipoily it by iufrrting their names in ſuch hook. 
Once of the duties this Society has impoſed on itſelf, is to encourage perſons 
to form ſi mil er Societies in different parts of the town. It is much to be wiſhed 
that a Society were formed in the City of London, another in Weſtminſter, and 
another in the Borough. When thoſe great Societies were formed, it might be 
confidered, and would be ſeen by the effect of them, whether it would be ne- 
cefiry to make ſmaller Societies around them, to aſſiſt and co-operate. | 

It mould ſeem, that the buſineſs of ſuch Societies ſhould be conducted by a 

Committre, and that the Committee ſhould be ſmall, as better adapted for dil- 
parch of buſineſs ; for it ſhauld be remembered, that theſe are not open Sci: ries 
For talk and debate, but for private conſultation and real bufineſs. The Society 
at large need not meet more than once a month, or once in two or three monthef 
ta audit the accounts, and ſec to the application of the money. The object o, 
ſuch Societies ſhould be to check the circulation of ſeditious publications of all 
kinds, whether newſpapers or pamphlets, or the invit ions to club meetings, by 
di ſcovering and bringing to juſtice not only the authors ard printers of them, 
but thoſe who keep them in ſhops, or hawk them in the ſtreets for ſale 3 or, 
what is much worſe, are employed in circulating them from houſe to houſe in 
ay maurer whatever. 

SECO>DLY, They ſhould hy reaſoning, and by circulating cheap books and 

'PErS, en tteavour to unyeceive thoſe poor people who have been miſles! by the 
iufunlon ot upinions dangerous to their own welfare and that of the State. | 

T+#1iRviy, Tney ſhould hoid themſelves in readineſs to prevent or ſuppreſs 
tumulrs or ots, if neceffary. . 

LaiSTLY, It ſhould be a part of the origiual compact of every ſuch Society, 
th t in what they mean to do, they ſhall always act in ſubordination to the Ma- 

. —. nd the Executive Government, and in their ad and ſupport, and not 
ol heru iic. 

"The Society, after full conſideration of the nature of private meetings, formed 
with a deſigu to take cogniiance of what is tranſaed by the Exccutive and Le- 
gillative Powers of the country, are of opinion, that all ſuch meetings are ir- 

yexuler, Such diſtinct and nahermon:zed centers have the effect of intercepting 
and drawing around themſelves ſome of that force, and confidence of the pro- 
ple, which mould paſs on to their only true center, the conſtituted Exccutive 
and L-gifl tive Authorities of the State. But when ſuch an irregularity has been 
once permitied, and the balance of the ſyſtem ſeems to be affected by it, the 
equilibrium perhaps cannot be more naturally reſtored, than by placing a coun» 
terpniſe of the ſame ſor: on the other ſide. 

Wis ked wen, by the means of Clubs and Aſſociations, have heen ſpreading 
among the limple and jgnorant ſecdlit'pus ppinions, deſttuctive of good govern- 
ment, and the happineſs of us all, Good men aſſociate to counter att thoſe cyil 
defigng, to ſuoport good government, and to continue te us our preſent hap- 
pine. To affocjate in the forms in which (ey do (as appears by their printed 
Popes ex hib. ted to this S,“, is always ſeditious, and very often treatonable ; 

'cy #1 appear to he offenders againſt the law. To mect, as is now propoted, 
for {uppretling ſedition, for propt gating pe+ceable opinions, and for aiding the 
Waz'ltricy ic ſubordination to tig direction of the Magiftrates—the law allows ity 
aud the time requires it. - 


| 

- . | 
Sun and Anchor, Nevember 29, 1792. 

AT a MEETING of the SOCIETY, 7 ; 

JQHN REEVES; Efq. in the Chair, 

The following Gentlemen arc of the Comirittee for conduſting the Buſineſs of 


this Society: 
OHN RESVES, Eg. | Mr. GEO. POTTER. | 
Jou FoOPHAM, Elg. CHA. TOW SNSHEND, Eſq. | 
JOHY BOW ES, 4 Dr. HALIFAX. | 
JOHY ROBERTS, Eq. Mr. ALEXANUER BRODIE. | 
ALEX. SIAXW LL ZBENKET, Eſq. Hon. G. HOBART. - | | 
Mr. JOHN SEWELL, I. PLUMER; Eq. | 
PETR YQUAILLE, Efq. C. YOKK+# 2 ent 
THO. LAW, d. GEORGE WARD, Fig. 
MM. ond SARGEAUND, W. DEYAYNES, Eig. 
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duty, to aſſiſt in preſerving public order and tranquillity, in ca 
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| Crown and Anchor, Nowember 30, 1792. 
Ar: Meeting of the Committee of this SOCIETY, 
JOHN REEVES, Eſq. Chairman. ' | 

Upon a view of the conſiderations and Retolutions publiſhed by this Society, 
and in conformity to the Opinions and Declarations therein contained, This Com- 
mittee do hereby declure, that they will endeavour, by the circulation of cheap 
Publications, or otherwiſ-, to cauſe thoſe topics of public diſcuflian, which have 
been lately perverted by evil-deſigning men, to be explained, for undeceiving 
and informing thoſe perſons Wh have been miſled and deluded by ſpecious rea- 
ſonings and falſe repreſentations ; and that they will uſe their beſt endeavours, 
in aid and ſupport of the Civil Magiſtrates, to diſcourage and counteract all ſe- 
ditious publications and attempts to diſturb the Peace of the Kingdum. | 

In doing this, and in making the preſent declaration of their intention, they 
hope they ſhall induce others, who have the ſame wiſh with themſelves to ſupport 
the good Laws and Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and the Peace and Happineſs 
of Society, to make fimilar exertions in their reſpective neighbourhoods for the 
like parpoſes. And it is further hoped, that by theſe means the Members of 
this Aſſociation will be better enabled, as it will become more | their 

of any attempt 

being made to diſturb them.— Reſolved, 
FThat as a conſiderable pecuniary Fund will be neceſſiry for carrying into ef. 
fect che purpoſes of this Inſtitution, the Committee will thankfully receive the 
voluntary Contributions of all thoſe who are inclined to give their aid on the 
preſent occaltion.—Refolved, | 

That Subſcriptions be reccived by JOHN TOPHAM, Efq. the Treaſurer, at 
his Cnambers, in Gray's Inn. At the CRowN and ANcHor, Strand; and at the 
following Bankers :—Meſſ's. DrUMmMoND and Co. Charing-Croſs. - Meſſra. 
Cult and Co. Temple-Bar. —SmiTH,PAalnNE,and SmrTH, Manſion-Houſe-ftreet, 
—Crorts, DEvaYNEs, and Co. Pall-mall.-Raxsom, MORELAND, and Hu- 
MERSLEY, Pall-mall.— VERE, Lucapov, and Co. Lombard-ftreet —EDwarps, 
SMITH, MiDDLETON, and Co. Stratford-place.—N1BLETT and JELFE, Glou- 
ceſter.—MefIrs. OGDEN, Saliſbury.—-Cam, WutrEHEAD, and Co. Bath.— 
Sir W. FoxBEs and Co. Edinburgh.——Xef.-lved, 

That the Thanks of this Committee be given to JOHN REEVES, Eſq. for the 
Zeal and Exertion wh:ch he has ſhewn in beginning and promoting this uſefu} 
and well-timed Aſſsciation. JOHN REEVES, Chairman. 


Crown and Anchor, December t, 1792. 
. AT a MEETING of the COM MITTE, 


JOHN REEVES, Efq. in the Chair, 
Reſolved, 


That the Thanks of this Society be given to the Right Hon. the LORD 
MAYOR of LONDON, for his well-timed Activity and Exertion in Support of 
the Laws and Conſtitution. JOHN REEVES, Chairman. 


* 


Crown and Anchor, December 4, 1792. 

AT a MEETING of the COMMITTE# of this SOCIETY, | 

| _ JOHN REEVES, Efq. in the Chair. 

The following Addrefs to the Public on the preſent alarming eriſis having been 
read, moved, and ſeconded, * 

Reſolved, That the ſame be publiſhed in all the newſpapers. 

At a time when the recent exertions of Government confirm the reality of 
« thoſe d:.ngerous deſigns ſor med in concert with perſons in Foreign Parts, with 
« a view to ſubvert the Laws and Conſtitution of this Realm, and to deſtroy all 
order and quiet therein—when there is every reaſon to believe, that among 
« the conlidecable numbers of Freuch lately arrived in this Metropolis, many 
** of them hold regular correſpondence und communication with various ill-dif- 
„ poſed perſons, in Clubs and other Mectings, iuſtituted for the expreſs purpoſe 
« of over-turning the ws and Iberties of this Conntry ;—the Committee feel 
« jr:to be their duty to worn all rod Citizens to be watchful, and upon their 
„ guard, in order to detect and briog to juſtice ſuch perſons, whether Foreigners 
or Britiſh Subjects, who apprar tv plut and contrive againſt the peace and 
„% god order of this happy country. And the Committee therefore moſt 


* carneſily recommend to «ll Magiſtrates and pthers, as well in this metropolis 


{© and its neighbomrbood, as ia the more diſtant [2M of theſe united kingdoms, 
* a fica and vigilant exerciſe of their duty, as Magiſtrates and as Citizens, in 
"#7 | detecting 


| 1 6 ? 
% * * . » 
dete ing and bringing to juſtice all thoſe whem they find offending in the re« 
& ſpects abovementioned.” | | al 227 F.A 
Refulved, That this Committee, being perſu+ded that great miſchief has been for 
ſometime paſt effected in this country by the circulation of Newſpapers filled with 
difloyalty and ſcdition, the writers of which manifeſtly appear by their language 
to be in the pay of French emiſſaries, who wiſn to deſtroy our excellent Conſti- 
tution, do earneſtly recommend it to all good Subjects, whether Maſters of Pri- 
vate Families, or Keepers of Inns, Taverns, cr, Coffec- Houſes, to diſcontinue 
and diſcourage the uſe and circulition of all ſuch diſloyal and feditious Newſnavers. 
\ Reſolved, That Sir JOSEPH ANDREWS, Bart. be added to this Committee. 
JOHN REEVES, Chairman. 


5 | > Crown and Anchor, December 6, 1792. 

AT a SPECIAL MEETING of the COMMITTEE of this SOCIETY, 

| JOHN REEVES, Eiq. in the Chair. 
This Committee conſidering that the great miſchief produced by ſeditious and 
treaſonable Libels is chiefly effected by felling them in ſhops, bawking them itt 
- the ſtreets, and giving them away; and conſidering that the venders and carriers 
of fuch-publications are generally acquainted with their contents, and their evil 
deſign and tendency ;—Refolved, . 
That a c:iution be hereby given to all ſellers of Newſpapers, Newſcarriers, 
perſons delivering hand -b. for club-mectings and the like, that if ſuch papers 
are ſeditious or treafonabic,'tlcy are alſo guilty, equally with the original pub- 
liſher, printer, or author; and that it becomes them ſeriouſly to conſider what are 
the Newſpapers, papers of invitation to clubs and other meetings, which they 
ſe, carry, or diſtribute, and wucther they are of a nature to bring upon them the 
penalties of the law. | 
It appearing to this Committee, that evil- deſigning men, induſtriouſly and ma- 
liciouſly vfiag means aud inftruments never before reſorted to in this Country for 
Spreading pernicious opinions, have addrefted themfelves principally to the wa- 
" aufaturmg and labouring clafies of prople, and by pamphlets, hand-bills, and 
var1045 other devices, have endeavoured to prejudice the minds of thoſe perſons 
againf the King and Conſtuution, deladirgs them with falſe expectations that their 
condition will be bettered by the ſubverſion of all diſtinctions of rank and pro- 
perty, and the introduction of Equality in their lead : It is Reſolved, | 
That it be recommended to all Maſters of Families, all Maſter Manufacturers, 
Traders, and Others, te uſc their beſt endeavours to undeceive and inform their 
ſervants, their journeymen, their apprentices, their neighhgurs, and all perſons 
whom they find mi ſſed and corrupted by ſuch inflammatory d ſeditious writings 
or languige ; warning them, that if they maintain by word or by action treaſon - 
able and icditious principles, they will incur the penaltics of the law; atd further 
inſtrucbeug them, that none of the hopes ſo f. and inſidiouſly held out to them 
can be realized; but that, on the contrary, ſuch wicked attempts will tend to the 
deltrycticn of all trade and mannfittures, by which they are ſupported, when in- 
duftriou- ; and will deftroy all the proviſion made for the poor, wuich they now 
enjoy, when they become untit for labour. —Refoived, a 
That the following Opinions from ihe Commenteries of the excellent Mr. 
Juſtice Black ſtone, vol. v. chap. g. be publ. ſhed for the information of the igno- 
rant, and as a caution to tae unweryv. f | 

If a party appriſed of any treaſon does not, as ſoon as conveniently may be, 
* reveal it to ſome judge of aſſixe, or juſtice of the peace, he 1s guilty of mil- 
$4 -prifion of treaſon. 3 which is puniſhed by the loſs of the profits of lands during 
fie, forfeiture of goods, and impriſonment during life. 

% But if there be any probible circiumſtances of aſſent; as if one goes to a 
4 rreaſonable meeting, knowing beforehand that a conſpiracy is intended againſt 
the King; or being in ſuch company once by accident, and, having heard ſuch 
„ treaſunable confpiracy, meets the fame company gain, and hears more of it,, 

„ but conceals it; this is an implied allcnt in law, and makes the concealer 
„ guilty of actual high treaſon. . 
Conte mpts and miſpriũons againſt the king's pro/on and gevernment may be 
. by ſpeaking, or writing ag inſt them, cutliug or withing bia il, Eving out 
% ſeandalous ſtories concerning Wim, or doing any thing that may tend to leſſen 
bim in the eſteem of his ſuhj-cte, may wenken his government, or may-ra ſe 
4. jealouhics. between him and his people. It has been alſo held an ofſcuce of 
46 this ſpecies to drink to the pions memory of a traitor; theſe being actes which 
„ ja-plicdly cncourage Rebellen. 8 | hy 
| * » 4 or 


| (73 
% For theſe ſpecies of contempt, a man may not only be fined and impriſoned, 
but ſufler the pillory, or other infamous corporal puniſhment.” 

This Committee, fully ſenſihle of the many kind and intereſting Communica- 
tions which they continually receive from various quarters, return thanks to their 
Correſpondents, whote hints will be thankſully received, and carefully attended 
to. In the mean time it is hoped that the variety of important buſineſs which 
occupies the Committee, will turniſh an excuſe for their not returning immediate 


antwers to cach letter which they may receive. ; 
JOHN REEVES, Chairman. 


Crown and Anchor, December 11, 1192. 

AT a MEETING of the COMMITTEE of this SOCIETY, 

JOHN REEVES. Efq. in the Chair. 

Complaints having been mad of the licentiouſucſs of certain Print-ſhops, 
wherein libellous Pictures and Enugravings are daily exhibited, to the great. 
ſcandal and off-nce of bis Majeſty's ioyal and affectionate Subjects: Refolved, 

That, by way of caution to the Proprietors of thoſe ſhops, the following Au- 
thoriries, ſhewing the. illegality and dangerous coniequence of fuch procedure, 
be publiſhed, 

A Libel, /ibellus famoſus, fine ſcriptis, may be, firſt, picturis; as to paint the 
party in any ſhameful and ignominious manner.” — 5. Co. 125. 

© The notion of a libel may be applied to any defamation whatſoever, expreſſed 
either by ſigns or pictures.” — Ha wkins's Pleas of the Crown, Book I. ch. 73. 

« A Libel is a contumely or reproch,-publiſhed to the defamation of the Go» + 
vernment, of a Magiſtrate, or of a private perſon ; and it may de without writ< 
ing ; as by makivg a picture in an ignominious manner, or by an ignominioua 
ſign, to the reproach of another.”--Lq:d Chief Baron Comyns* Digeſt, Libel. A. 

Malicious dcfamatiuns of any perſons, eſpecially a Magiſtrate, made public 
by either printing, writing, bgus, or pictures, in order to expoſe him to public 
hatred, comempt, or ridicule, are puniiliable as Libels.”-—Blackft. Com. Book 
IV. chap, 11.—KRefolved, * 

That THOMAS PITT, Eſq, and the Rev. ROBERT NARES, be added to 
this Committee. JOHN REEVES, Chairman. 


| 7; Crown and Anchor, December 12, 2792. 

AT a SPECIAL MEETING of the COMMITTEE, 

JOHN REEVES, Eq. in the Chair. | 

The Committee can delay no longer to « xpreſs the extreme ſatisfaftion with 
which they ebſerve the univerſal ſpirit of Loya'ity to the King, and of zealous 
Attachment to the Conſtitution, diſplayed in every part of the kingdom. The 
declarations which have been mad by fo many reſpectable bodies, voluntarily 
uniting for the purpoſe of ſupyreſiing Sedition, and ſupporting our excel'cne. 
Conſtitution as by law eſtabliſhed, ate ſorarthing more than teſtimonies of the 
public opinion; they in{pire confidence, and they furoĩſh ſtrength to refilt every, 
attempt at diſturbing the publig peace, and to aid the Executive Power and the 
Magiſtrates in preſerving it. Tuc efforts that have thus been made have already 
produced much; the diſaffected have felt the refiſtance 2 they are diverted, it is 
hoped, from purſning their deligts in the way that was intended, but this has 
added to their former malignity the rage of diſappointment : It is, therefore, 
highly neceſſary that good Sulijt eis ſhould perſevere in maintaining the ſame ſpi- 
rit and front which produced the ft checks and it is moſt earneſtly recom- 
mended, that the Cifferent pir. ſhes which have not yet united, will immediately 
proceed to form themſelves into Societies, after the examples of thoſe already 

inſtituted. Ir is by ſuch union, and readineſs to aftythat Britons will be enabled 
to picſerve and tranſmit to their children that Conſtitution and domeſtic happt- 
neſs which they received from their anceſtors 3 which has always diſtinguiſhed 
them above all the nations of the earth; and which they have, on the preſent 
occaſion, moſt generally and moſt energetically declared they prefer ro all others; 
firmly believing, as they do, from the reaſonings of the beſt politicians confirmed 
by their own experience, that a free Monarchy, like their own, 1s the beſt Form 
ot a free Conſtitution that ever was devited by the Wiſdom of Man. 

| | JOHN KEEVES, Chairman. © 

Books are opened at the Crown and Anchor for the Entry of Names, as well as 
the Reccipt of Subſcriptions. : 

N. B. All Communications to this Society are deſired to be addreſſed to the 
Chairman at this place. N | 
A PLAN 


SS 2a; 
APLAN recommended to the INHABITANTS of COUNTRY TOWNS, 
VILLAGES, PA&ISHES, &c. where it is propoſed to inſtitute SO- 
CIETIES fimilar to tnat held at the CROWN and ANCHOR; | 


F 
\ \ F whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, | 
. Conſidering it to be at all times the Conſtitutional RiGaT of Engliſhmen to 
promote, either ſeparately or jointly, but by regular means, the due e cution 
of the violated Laws; and | 9 
Conceiving that the preſent moment calls loudly upon all good citizens to ex- 
ert = above Right againſt thoſe who diſturb ſociety by ſeditious or treaſonable 
Aices— 
P Senſible alſo of the advantages which we and all our fellow citizens derive 
from that glorious Conſtitution which was eftabliſhed by the wiſdom and valour 
ol our anceſtors—determined to maintain with our lives and fortunes that Con- 
. Riturion, together with our Rights ard Liberties which grow out of it, and to 
tranſmit the ſame to our poſterity—and actuated by a ſteady and affeRionate loy- 
alty to our beloved Sovercign— | * 
| Do ſolemnly ou and reſolve, . 
FitsT, That we WII jointly and ſeverally, by ſuch means as the Law allows 


and preſcribes, exert our vigilance and activity in diſcovering and bringing to 
juſtice all perſons who ſhall, either by publiſhing or diſtributing ſeditious papers 
or writings, or by engaging in any illegal aſſociations or conſpiracies, endeavour 
wore to diſturb the public peace, or excite diſaffection to the lawful government of 
this country. A 
SECONDLY, That we will do all in our power to aid and aſſiſt the Civil Ma. 
giſtrate in maintaining the genera] tranquillity, in ſupprefling all riots and diſ ; 
turbances that may ariſe within this „and in bringing the authors 
and promoters thereof to condign puniſument. 
TaixDLy, That we will, by the diſtribution of Conſtitutional Writings, and 
by every other effort of calm reaſoning, endeavour to undeceive and inform ſuch 
s as may have been miſled by the Jclufive and inflammatory ſuggeſtions 
of evil-deſigning men; who ſeek to excite a general ſpirit of reſtleſſneſs and diſ- 
content, in order to ſubvert that rational fyſtem of liberty and order which alike 
. confults the real happineis of all claſſes of Engliſhmen. | 
Aud we dv invite all friends to peace and tranguitlity, reſiding in this 
to join with us in the above Declirations and Reſolutions, by figning their 
names to a copy therrof, which is Icft for that purpoſe at 
And in order to facilitate in the moſt orderly, effe ctual, and expeditious man- 
| = the aftainment of the above important objet:, a Committee confiſting- 
rv appointed to act in ſuch manner as they ſhall ſee proper: of whom 
4 js to be Secretary, and Treafarer, to receive and diſburſe 
ſuch Monies as may be ſubſcribed to defray the expences attending the execution 
of tne above plan. 

And all communications reſpecting the above objects from any of the perſons 
whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, are ro be made to the ſaid. Secretary. 
And we do recommend it to the above, Committee to correſpond with other 
Committees of the like nature in · other plates, in ſuch manner as may be found 
. to be capedient. , 3. 

f PRIVATE RECOMMENDATIONS. 
| Fins7, WHEREVER it may be thought proper to introduce the above Plan 
: © It is recommended that a few of the principal inhabitants do meet and proceed 
forthwith to the choice of a Committee, Treaſurer, and Secretary ; and having 
juſerted the names thereof in the blanks left for that purpoſe, that the gentle - 
men preſent do ſubſcribe their names to a copy of the above Declarations and 
| Reſolutions ſo completed ; and that they leave the ſame at ſome tavern, or other 
place of publiz reſort, that other perſons in the neighbourbooe may alſo ſub- 
| fende their names thereto. | 
4 S&conDLY, That a diftinft book be kept for the ſubſcription of ſuch ſums of 
| money as different perſons may chuſe to adynce ; (it not being at all expected 
that thoſe who fign the Refolutions ſhould thereby pledge themſe lves to advance 
| any money, but be leſt entirely to their option in that reſpect.] 
1 Tusa v, That ſuch of the Bohks and Trafts a8 ſhall be ſelected for diſtri · 
but ion by the Socitt vat the Crows A Arcon (copics of which will be 
tranſmitted) be reprinted and diftributed iff the Country, as may bi found expg- 
dient by the ecſpcttive Committees. VEE] — | . 
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